
Math 201: Introduction to Probability

Final Exam

May 6, 2019

NAME (please print legibly):

Your University ID Number:

Instructions:

1. Indicate your instructor with a check in the appropriate box:

Krishnan MW 14:00

Tucker MW 10:25

2. Read the notes below:

• The presence of any electronic or calculating device at this exam is

strictly forbidden, including (but not limited to) calculators, cell phones,

and iPods.

• Notes of any kind are strictly forbidden.

• The table for the normal distribution is on last page of the exam.

• Put your FINAL answers in the boxes provided.

• You must show your work to get full credit, but do not put it in the

final answer box.

• You do not need to simplify complicated numerical expressions such as
�
100
30

�
and

50! to a number.

• You are responsible for checking that this exam has all 31 pages.

3. Read the following Academic Honesty Statement and sign:

I affirm that I will not give or receive any unauthorized help on this exam, and that

all work will be my own.

Signature:
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Formulae If X ∼ Binomial(n, p), then

P (X = k) =

�
n

k

�
pk(1− p)n−k k = 0, . . . , n

E[X] = np,Var(X) = np(1− p),M(t) = (1− p+ pet)n

If X ∼ Geometric(p), then

P (X = k) = (1− p)k−1p k = 1, 2, . . .

E[X] = 1/p,Var(X) = (1− p)/p,M(t) = pet/(1− (1− p)et) t < − log(1− p)

On a related note, the sum of a geometric series is 1 + x+ x2 + · · · = 1/(1− x), |x| < 1.

If X ∼ Exp(λ),

f(x) = λe−λx x > 0, E[X] =
1

λ
Var(X) = λ−2 M(t) = λ/(λ− t) t < λ

If X ∼ Poisson(λ), then

p(k) = e−λλk/k! k = 0, 1, . . .

E[X] = λ Var(X) = λ M(t) = exp(λ(et − 1))

If X ∼ N(0, 1) is standard normal, Φ(t) = P (X ≤ t), and

E[X] = 0,Var(X) = 1, f(x) =
1√
2π

exp

�
− x2

2σ2

�
, M(t) = et

2/2

The cdf of a random variable X is F (t) = P (X ≤ t). If X is continuous and has pdf f(x),

F (t) =

� t

−∞
f(x)dx f(t) =

d

dt
F (t)

The expectation of continuous and discrete random variables may be written as

E[X] =

� ∞

−∞
xf(x)dx, E[X] =

�

i∈ran(X)

iP (X = i)

To obtain a confidence interval with probability x%, use

x/100 = P (|p− p̂| ≤ �) ≥ 2Φ(2�
√
n)− 1

The moment generating functions for continuous and discrete random variables are:

M(t) =

� ∞

−∞
etxf(x)dx, M(t) =

�

i∈ran(X)

etiP (X = i)

The covariance of a pair of random variables is

Cov(X,Y ) = E[XY ]− E[X]E[Y ]

The correlation coefficient is

ρ =
E[XY ]− E[X]E[Y ]�

Var(X)
�
Var(Y )
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Part A

QUESTION VALUE SCORE

1 10

2 12

3 12

4 16

5 10

6 15

TOTAL 75

Part B

QUESTION VALUE SCORE

1 10

2 10

3 10

4 15

5 10

6 20

7 10

8 15

TOTAL 100
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Part A

1. (10 points) An elementary class consists of four girls and two boys (for a total of six

students). Two students are chosen (without replacement) from the class.

(a) What is the chance that exactly one boy and one girl is chosen?

Answer:

(b) What is the chance that two boys are chosen?

Answer:
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2. (12 points)

Suppose that X ∼ Geometric(1/3), that is P (X = k) =
�
2
3

�k−1 �1
3

�
for positive integers k

and P (X = �) = 0 for all � that are not positive integers.

To receive full credit on the questions below, you must evaluate any infinite sums.

(a) Find P (X > 1).

Answer:



Final Exam, Math 201 May 6, 2019 Page 6 of 31

(b) Find P (X is odd).

Answer:
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3. (12 points)

A bowl is filled with jelly beans made by three different companies. There are 50 beans

made by Company A, 40 by Company B, and 10 by Company C. Ten percent of the beans

made by Company A are red, 20 percent of the beans made by Company B are red, and 30

percent of the beans made by Company C are red.

(a) What is the probability that a randomly selected bean from the bowl is red?

Answer:

(b) If a red bean is randomly selected from the bowl, what is the chance that bean is made

by Company A?

Answer:
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4. (16 points)

A fair coin is flipped four times. The random variable X is the number of tails that appear

in the first two flips and the random variable Y is the number of tails that appear in the

final three flips.

(a) Find E[X + Y ].

Answer:

(b) Find P (Y = 2).

Answer:
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(c) Find the conditional probability P (Y = 2 | X = 0).

Answer:

(d) Are X and Y independent? Give a mathematical reason.

Answer:
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5. (10 points) Suppose that we have a random variable X such that

P (X ≤ t) =





0; t < 0

t2; 0 ≤ t ≤ 1

1; t > 1

Find E[X].

Answer:



Final Exam, Math 201 May 6, 2019 Page 11 of 31

6. (15 points) A fair six-sided die is rolled twice. We let X denote the number obtained

on the first roll, and Y the number obtained on the second roll.

(a) Find P (min(X, Y ) = 2).

Answer:

(b) Find P (X > Y ).

Answer:
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(c) Find the chance that X + Y is odd.

Answer:
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Part B

1. (10 points) Let X be a random variable with distribution X ∼ Exp(λ). Suppose the

lifetime of a certain device (measured in months), is given by Y =
√
X.

(a) Compute the cumulative distribution function for Y .

Hint: Start with P (Y ≤ t) and recall the cumulative distribution function of X.

Answer:

(b) Compute the probability density function of Y .

Answer:
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(c) Find the probability the device lasts at least 6 months.

Answer:
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2. (10 points) In each of the following questions identify the described random variable as

either Bernoulli, Binomial, Poisson, Geometric, or Exponential and describe a reasonable nu-

merical value for all its parameters. Please use the conventional notation for the parameters

i.e., p,λ, n, etc. No explanation is necessary for this problem. Only give your answers.

(a) Two 6-sided dice are simultaneously rolled over and over again. Each time the product

of the dice is 6 or 12, someone gives you 1 dollar. Let X1 be the amount of money you have

received after 50 rolls. What type of random variable is X1 and what are its parameters?

Answer:

(b) Lola loves to play basketball in her driveway. On average, she scores a basket about 3

out of 5 attempts. Her mother calls her in for dinner, but Lola is determined to score one

more basket before going inside. Let X2 be the number of attempts before she comes inside.

What type of random variable is X2 and what are its parameters?

Answer:

(c) Suppose that X3 is a continous random variable with mean equal to 2 with the property

that for any real numbers s and t we have P (X3 > s) = P (X3 > t + s | X3 > t) (this is

sometimes called the “memoryless” poperty). What type of random variable is X3 and what

are its parameters?

Answer:

(d) Suppose X4 represents the number of people coming into a store on a certain day. On

average the owner sees 5 customers per day. What type of random variable would you use

to model X4 and what are its parameters?

Answer:
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3. (10 points) Suppose the moment generating function of a random variable is of the

form

MZ(t) =

�
1

2
e−t +

1

3
e3t +

1

6
e7t

�50

(a) Write Z as a sum of independent identically distributed random variables. Give the pdf

or pmf of the random variables involved in the sum.
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(b) Find E[Z].

Answer:
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Part B

1. (15 points) Let Let X and Y be random variables with joint density function

fX,Y (x, y) =

Cx2y, if x ∈ [0, 1], y ∈ [0, 2]

0 else.

where C > 0 is a constant.

a) Find the constant C.

Answer:

b) Compute E[XY ].

Answer:
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c) Compute P (X < Y ).

Answer:
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5. (10 points) Consider the following modification of the birthday problem: There are 50

students in your class. You want to find the average number of pairs of people who have the

same birthday. Assume that each person has a birthday uniformly distributed on any of the

365 days of the year (no leap years). Let

Xij =

1 student i and j have the same birthday

0 otherwise

(a) Find E[Xij].

Solution. The chance that two given different students have the same birthday is 1
365

,

since there are 3652 possible pairs of birthdays (x, y) and for 365 of these we have x = y,

which gives 365
3652

= 1
365

.

Answer: 1
365

(b) Find the expected number of pairs of people who have the same birthday.

Solution. There are
(
50
2

)
pairs of students so by linearity of expectation, the mean of

the sum of the Xij across all i 6= j is
(50

2 )
365

. (This does not have to be simplified but if it

is, you get 1225
365

= 245
73

)

Answer:
(50

2 )
365
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6. (20 points) Suppose you flip a fair coin 3 times and record the sequence of heads

and tails. Let X be the number of heads in the sequence and Y be the length of the

longest consecutive sequence of heads. For example, the sequence HTHHT has 2 consecutive

sequences of heads: H and HH. The length of the longest consecutive sequence of heads is 2.

a) Find the joint probability mass function of (X, Y ). Write your answers in the table below.

X

Y

0 1 2 3

0

1

2

3
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b) Find the marginal probability mass functions pX(k) of X and pY (k) of Y . Write your

answers in the table below.

k

0 1 2 3

pX(k)

k

0 1 2 3

pY (k)
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c) Find Var(X) , Var(Y ), and Cov(X, Y ).

Var(X):

Var(Y ):

Cov(X, Y ):
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d) Find the correlation coefficient of X and Y . You do not need to simplify numerical

expressions.

Answer:

e) Are X and Y independent? Justify your answer.

Answer:
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7. (10 points) The number of customers coming to your store is modeled by a Poisson

random variable with parameter 10, which indicates that on average, 10 people come to your

store per day. Let Y the total number of people who come to your store over a period of

1000 days. Assume that the number of customers coming to your store on different days are

independent random variables.

(a) Give an exact expression for the probability that at least 10200 people come to your store

in 1000 days. Hint: If X1 ∼ Poisson(λ) and X2 ∼ Poisson(λ), represent the number of

visitors visitors to your store on days 1 and 2, what is the distribution of X1 +X2, the

total number of visitors to your store on days 1 and 2? Can you generalize this idea?

You may leave your answer as a sum.

Answer:
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(b) Find the mean µY and the variance σ2
y of Y .

Answer:

(c) Give an estimate for the probability that at least 10200 people come to your store in

1000 days. Hint: We learned the theorem used here on the last day of class.

Answer:
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8. (15 points)

Let D be the triangle with vertices (0, 0), (1, 0), and (1, 1). Suppose that the random point

(X, Y ) is uniformly distributed on D.

(a) Find E[X].

Solution. The triangle is the region bounded above and to the left by y = x, below by

y = 0, and to the right by x = 1. This triangle has area 1/2. Thus, the joint probability

density function is give by fX,Y (x, y) = 2 for (x, y) in the triangle and fX,Y (x, y) = 0

otherwise. Thus, we have

E[X] =

∫ 1

0

∫ x

0

2x dy dx =

∫ 1

0

2x2 dx =
2

3

Answer: 2
3

(b) Find E[Y ].

Solution. This time we have

E[Y ] =

∫ 1

0

∫ x

0

2y dy dx =

∫ 1

0

x2 dx =
1

3

Answer: 1
3
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(c) Find Cov(X, Y ).

Solution. Since Cov(X, Y ) = E[XY ]− E[X]E[Y ], we compute

E[XY ] =

∫ 1

0

∫ x

0

2xy dy dx =

∫ 1

0

x3 dx =
1

4

We have 1
4
− 2

9
= − 1

36
.

Answer: − 1
36
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EXTRA SPACE. Use this space if you run out elsewhere. Be sure to label your problems

and also include a note on the original page telling the graders to look for your work here.
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